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Face Front Inclusive Theatre creates original, ground-breaking, inclusive theatre with a company of disabled and 
non-disabled artists. The company produces professional, entertaining and challenging multi-layered theatre, 
through its Theatre in Schools, Participation and Training programmes.

Face Front aims to:

Aims and objectives of Face Front

Use the arts to improve emotional well-
being and address social injustice

Develop productions that explore social 
issues, raise awareness and enable 
people to engage in the process of change

Create pathways to employment in the 
arts for disabled people and those not 
traditionally involved in the arts

Provide programmes that enable 
disadvantaged adults and children to 
participate in the arts
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The company continues to produce 
high-quality, ground-breaking theatrical 
performances that address social issues. 
Some of the achievements of the year 
include the following: 

Our community groups, Broken Silence, 
InterAction and DDM continue to flourish 
and have put on well-received shows 
during the year. In July both Broken 
Silence and Interaction produced 
shows that sold out six performances 
at the Dugdale Theatre, Enfield. Broken 
Silence’s “Sandwich Man The Musical” 
dealt with the issues of homelessness 
in a light-hearted but moving way; while 
Interaction’s “The Originators” told the 
stories of group members who had come 
to Enfield from a number of countries and 
other parts of the UK in the 1960s.

“It’s My Move” is a play targeted at 
school leavers with learning disabilities, 
their families, and professionals who 
work with them during these important 
transitional stages. Throughout the year, 
the productions toured to several London-
based venues, and also to Brighton in 
Sussex. There is also another version of 
this production “It’s My Life”, produced 
in co-operation with the Council for 
Disabled Children and now available as 
an online resource for Learning Disability 
Professionals.

Our repertory schools production, SexFM 
continued to tour to schools in Enfield and 
Haringey. We put in lots of effort during 
the year to extend the number of local 
authorities where we perform SexFM as 
well as Whisper Me Happy Ever After. 

Blue Sky Actors is Stratford Circus Art 
Centre’s resident theatre company for 
learning disabled actors and the group put 
on a number of performances during the 
year which were well received. Stratford 

Circus Youth Theatre and Creative Club 
enabled young people to expand their 
drama skills, build confidence and devise 
ensemble plays to perform to audiences of 
friends and family. 

Finally, I would like to thank all the 
permanent and freelance staff of Face 
Front, my fellow trustees and many 
volunteers for their work over the year, 
with special thanks to resigning long-term 
trustees Alan Spence, Sheila Barry & 
Geoff Folkes. It has been a pleasure to 
be the chair of this important company for 
five years and a trustee for ten years. The 
company has an excellent new chairman, 
Roger Cowe, and I wish Roger every 
success in this new role.

Andrew Bradford
Chair from November 2012 - February 2018

It is a great privilege to follow in Andy’s 
footsteps as chair of Face Front. I will do 
my utmost to lead the board in the same 
effective, consensual and successful 
manner that Andy has demonstrated 
during his chairmanship. I am excited at 
the potential for continued development, 
bringing Face Front’s extensive skills and 
experience to more audiences in schools 
and theatre spaces in London and beyond.

Roger Cowe
Chair, Face Front Inclusive Theatre

Chair from February 2018
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Doris Jiagge  
Doris is one of our newest Patrons, 
joining us at our board meeting on 13th 
February 2018. As an ex-Councillor 
for Upper Edmonton and as previous 
Deputy Mayor, she knows the area and 
communities of Edmonton Green very 
well and has joined our board because 
“Face Front is at the heart of so many 
committees in Enfield and beyond”. 

As a school governor and member of the Southgate Rotary 
Club, Doris is a champion for social change and is dedictated to 
improving the lives of the socially excluded. Artistic Director, Ray 
Downing says, “It is great to have someone of such experience, 
passion and local knowledge to join our team and help us 
continue to create and collaborate.”

Patrons
Josette Bushell-Mingo OBE  
“Face Front leads the way in consistent, 
accessible, high-quality theatre and 
arts to the widest audience. With 
the continuing fragile economic 
environment, Face Front remains a 
charity worth investing in and as a 
charity they invest in great theatre 
for their participants, who in turn 
experience art and inclusive practice as 

a tool for personal and artistic growth, which in turn affects and 
influences the greater arts community. I am proud to be Face 
Front with Face Front.”

Rachel Denning  
“I was first introduced to Face Front 
when I worked on Sex FM as an actor 
and facilitator.
I saw how their work can change and 
sometimes even save lives. I feel that 
Face Front simply opens its eyes to 
people (actors and audiences) who are 
traditionally excluded from the arts and 
makes them entirely included. Face 

Front continues to reach out to young people in the community 
and further - impacting lives with sensitivity, honesty and fun. I am 
proud to have been asked to be their patron and to help spread 
their work.”

Mat Fraser  
“Theatre has the power to transform the 
lives of people who make and watch 
stories unfold on stage. It can radi-
cally alter their real lives for the better. 
When you put those tools in the hands 
of children who’ve experienced domes-
tic violence, it can be overwhelmingly 
powerful and lead to them beating the 
oppression that keeps them down and 

finally succeeding in real life. Face Front do this work with pas-
sion and have the experience to help these young people help 
themselves.”

Aditya Chakrabortty  
“I am delighted to be joining the 
distinguished group of Face Front 
patrons and look forward to helping this 
exciting theatre company to continue 
developing its innovative brand of 
inclusive theatre.”

 

Face Front is a registered charity and can accept 
donations. If you are a taxpayer, for every pound you 
give under the Gift Aid scheme, the government will 
allow us to claim back 25p.  
 

Please do not hesitate to contact us if you can help 
us in this way and feel assured that you will be 
investing in a well-run company that really makes 
a difference.
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Financial Report 
Chairman’s Comments on Face Front  
Financial Statements 2017-18

The company made a net surplus of 
£13,058 for the year, which we consider 
to be a satisfactory result. However, 
we continue to be concerned about the 
effects of cuts to local authority budgets, 
which represent a significant proportion 
of both our grant income and our sales 
income. 

Because many charities will be affected 
in this way, there will be increased 
competition for alternative sources of 
funding from other grant aiding bodies, 
and we have to feel cautious 
about our abilities to attract this 
type of funding in such a 
competitive environment.

Andrew Bradford 
Chairman (from 
November 2012 - 
February 2018)
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We are now registered as a charity with Amazon meaning we get a 50p donation for 
every £100 spent. Please support us by switching your Amazon account to Smile.
Amazon and selecting us as your chosen charity. 

Please contact us if we can help you set this up and please spread the word.  

Financial Report 

Running Costs (£18,346)
Rent & Rates (£9,521)
Wages & Salaries (£52,333)
IT Costs (£1,337)
Governance (£9,159)
Transport (£2,567)
Performance & Workshop Costs (£62,475)
Performance & Workshop Staff (£88,982)

Sales (£57,316)
Investment Income (£743)
Donations (£5,269)
Grants (£187,048)
Other Income (£7,402)

Breakdown of Income 2017-2018 (Total £257,778)

Breakdown of Costs 2017-2018 (Total £244,720)
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Team Reports

Jon French
Executive Director, Co-CEO

This has been a year of long-
overdue improvements to the 
studio. We now have a fully 
automatic front door, portable 
wheelchair ramps, and we’ve 
moved our IT to a cloud-based 
system. We were also excited 
to purchase a second-hand 
mini-bus, which should pay for 
itself within a year.
Personally, I was involved 
in the R&D project, 
‘Comeuppance’. The project 
had four successful sharings 
and could well lead to an 
exciting new piece of theatre. 
Our adult drama group, Broken 
Silence, also performed 
their original new musical, 
‘Sandwichman’, in three sold-
out performances. 
This musical, packed with 
14 original songs and telling 
the story of a struggling food 
bank, was incrediblly moving, 
poignant and uplifting, as well 
as being great fun.

Ray Downing 
Artistic Director, Co-CEO 

It’s been another fantastic 
and full year for Face Front. 
We co-created new projects 
including It’s My Move and It’s 
My Life, and continued to tour 
other much-loved productions 
including Sex FM.
Staying true to our main aims, 
we’ve continued to use the 
arts as a tool for change. 
Throughout the year, this has 
meant enabling people of all 
ages, backgrounds and levels 
of experience to collaborate 
on new and relevant projects. 
We’ve also remained focused 
on creating strong pathways 
for diverse and disabled 
performers and artists.
Just as important are our 
audiences. From Brighton to 
Bradford, from ‘mainstream 
venues’ to SEN schools, from 
Ponders End to the web, I’m 
extremely proud of the number 
of hard-to-reach communities 
we reached in 2017–2018. 

Annie Smol MBE 
Associate Director

It’s been an exciting year in my 
new role as Associate Director 
working with the brilliant Ray 
Downing and Jon French. I 
have been able to focus on 
developing new projects, 
building new partnerships 
and networks, fundraising 
and delivering on some of 
our established tours, whilst 
dipping back into some acting 
and directing. 
I am looking forward to working 
with our theatre partners from 
Watermans, Dugdale and 
Stratford Circus theatres and 
with King’s College London 
and the Council of Disabled 
Children. 
In the core team, we all miss 
Tracey Viechweg our General 
Manager, who was at the 
heart of Face Front, but we 
welcome Jacqui Livingston 
as our Creative Producer and 
look forward to great things 
to come.

Jacqui Livingston 
Associate Producer

It has been a great honour to 
work with Ray Downing and 
Jon French as an Associate 
Producer for the Face Front 
team. Throughout this, 
opportunities opened and 
allowed me to extend, develop 
and reflect on my skills as 
an artist.  
I also was fortunate enough to 
observe Annie Smol directing 
as well as meet great troupes 
of dedicated actors. This was 
a very satisfying experience 
as schools have given positive 
feedback and want us back.
Other things I have been 
involved in include the ‘Going 
Digital’ project with King’s 
College. In addition to this 
I have had the pleasure of 
running, performing, making 
and designing for groups 
including Broken Silence, Blue 
Sky Actors and InterACTion. 

6
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Face Front works inclusively, using the  
transformational power of theatre in order to  
challenge inequality and improve emotional wellbeing

77
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Theatre in Schools

Face Front creates accessible, issue-
based theatre closely linked to the needs 
of schools. We engage and inspire pupils, 
supporting their social, emotional and 
creative development and helping them to 
lead active, healthy and positive lives.
 
SEX FM
This was the 18th tour of our highly-
acclaimed forum theatre programme 
for 13-15 year olds, themed on sex and 
relationships. We performed 31 shows 
to schools in Enfield and Haringey for 
audiences of 3,750 young people and their 
teachers. 

The updated programme enabled young 
people to make informed, responsible 
and healthy choices helping to prevent 
teenage pregnancy and STIs. SexFM also 

raises awareness about the negative role 
of pornography in relationships, the issue 
of consent and the dangers of ‘sexting’ 
and online bullying. 

‘We 100% want you back SEX FM 
is fab.’
 - Teacher 

‘It helps me to have healthy sex in 
the future.’ 
 - Student, year 10 

‘The students were engaged. They 
enjoyed the show and clear that they 
knew about some of the pressures.’  
 - Teacher, Enfield Secondary School

 

‘I learnt to be more assertive about what I 
want and don’t want in a relationship and 
how to keep safe.’ 

- Student, age 14 

‘A professional and well-delivered 
performance.’ 

- Teacher, Year 10 

‘We always look forward to Face Front’s 
visit, you really know how to engage 
our students and you cover essential 
elements of the Sex and Relationships 
curriculum in an entertaining and 
memorable way.’ 
 - Teacher, Park View 

Funded by: Enfield Council, Haringey 
Council, Tottenham Grammar School 
Foundation.
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IT’S MY MOVE
Co-written by Julie MacNamara, Face 
Front has created a Theatre and Training 
programme about the transition of young 
people with Learning Disabilities/Difficulties 
(LDD) from school to adult life. 

This was in partnership with The Cultural 
Institute at King’s College London, The 
Council of Disabled Children and the 
following Disability Arts Organisations: 
Heart n Soul, Action Space, Vital Xposure 
and Blink Dance Theatre. 
 
The show toured nationally to young LDD 
people - and the professionals who work 
with them - in special schools, colleges 
and theatre venues. We performed shows 
and workshops at 22 schools and colleges 
to a total of 962 young learning disabled 
people, their teachers and some parents/
carers. We toured across London to 
Barnet, Southwark, Uxbridge, Enfield, 
Haringey, Brent, Camden, Greenwich, 
Newham and Islington and also to venues 
across the South East. 

‘They learnt to speak up for themselves, 
to ask for support, as they get older to 
make their own choices.’  
 - Teacher, Pield Heath

‘Now I know how to use my voice to make 
my choice to do my plan, Yes I can!’  
 - Student, aged 17  

I thought they were excellent performers 
and positive role models for the young 
audiences it is aimed at.’ 
 - Teacher, The Bridge School 

Commissioned / Funded by: The 
City Bridge Trust and Rix Thompson 
Rothenburg Foundation.

Face Front has delivered a variety of 
bespoke workshops for schools and other 
educational institutions, working with over 
3600 young people and adults including:

SPEECH BUBBLES
Face Front has been working with the 
London Bubble and Edmonton Community 
Partnership Schools, to support 60 
children aged 5 -7 in developing their 
speaking, listening/attention skills and 
enhancing the expertise of school staff to 
run small-group creative work, based on 
storytelling. 

We have delivered the project in St. 
Edmund’s, Latymer All Saints and Eldon 
schools throughout the year. The sessions 
have boosted the children’s development, 
helping them to communicate and 
be creative. 

‘Because of Speech Bubbles he is much 
more confident and imaginative. He 
makes great contributions in sessions 
and uses his wide vocabulary and 
imagination.’  

- TA, co-leading Speech Bubbles

‘Speech Bubbles is the very best part of 
the week.’  
 - Pupil aged 6

PLAY IN A WEEK
After winning a commission, a team of 
four inclusive facilitators from Face Front 
& Blink Dance Theatre delivered A Play In 
A Week at The Village School. The project 
focused on the theme of friendship and 
was recently cited as a case study for A 
New Direction report commissioned by 
the Arts Council England promoting the 
Artsmark Award to SEND schools.

‘We will definitely be interested in 
working with you again in the future. We 
like your ethos and feel that your style of 
theatre very much suits our students.’ 
 - Jenny Cooper, Assistant Head, 

Expressive Arts, The Village School

PREPARATION FOR WORK 
EXPERIENCE
Participants in a secondary school project 
used role play to explore work-place 
dilemmas in order to find a favourable 
outcome. 

‘As always many thanks to you and your 
team for the excellent sessions which 
you ran as part of our Year 10 Work 
Experience Day. The students always 
speak very highly of your workshops and 
this year has been no exception.
Same place same time 2019?’ 
 - Wendy Winter,  

Economic Wellbeing Coordinator

 SEX AND RELATIONSHIPS
Artists used role plays from ‘Sex FM’ to 
work on sex and relationships issues with 
young people aged 13-17 across North 
and East London boroughs. 

Workshops in Schools 
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Face Front Fest 2017
Face Front Fest 2017 was a celebration 
of our flagship community groups with 
three original productions and sell-out 
performances. We think it was such a 
good idea we plan to expand it in 2019. 
 
SANDWICH MAN
In July 2017, Broken Silence performed 
‘Sandwich Man - The Musical’ to three 
sell-out audiences at the Dugdale Arts 
Centre in Enfield. This moving and 
uplifting original new musical, written by 
Angie Wallis and packed with 14 original 
songs by Greg Williams, was devised from 
the ideas and characters created by the 
Broken Silence group.

The musical was set in a time of global 
food shortage and tells the story of Bill, an 
ordinary bloke, struggling to run his humble 
food bank and hostel. This is set against the 
politicians who have organised a summit of 
superheroes to solve the food crisis using 
their special powers in a lavish five star 

hotel, where they are wined and dined to 
excess by top chefs and the hotel staff. 

All characters and superpowers were 
devised by the group including, ’Sandwich 

Man’, himself who was created by one 
member who reflected on a time in his 
life when he was homeless and living on 
the streets and how he was helped to get 
back on his feet. He said that if he had 
a superpower, it would be to make sure 
nobody went hungry.

‘Sandwich Man zipped along at a 
fair pace, again with humour and 
lightness of touch, interspersed with 
real pathos… The use of a live ‘pit’ 
band added hugely to the energy of the 
show… The mixed ability and inclusive 
cast brought a range of performance 
skills and aesthetics to the production. 
Here you are witnessing not just 
character, but the performer performing 
character – the ensemble worked 
together – as an ensemble should – to 
produce a feeling as well as tell a story. 
This affect is, for me, what theatre is 
really about.’ 
- Mark Hunter, Deputy Dean, Faculty of 

Arts & Creative Industries, Middlesex 
University 
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Face Front Fest 2017
THE ORIGINATORS
The Originators by InterACTion headlined 
the Face Front Fest at the Dugdale 
Theatre, the Rose Taylor Day Centre, the 
ArtZone, Mendip House and Ponders 
End United Reform Church hall to over 
350 people. 

Devised, written and performed by the 
group, it was based on the participants’ 
true stories of migration and their 
emotional and physical journeys to their 
identity. With original songs and an 
immersive set, the cast and crew wanted 

to challenge racism and celebrate the 
diversity of their local community.

A pleasure to watch such a diverse 
cast, beautifully acted’  

- Audience member Tweet 

THE WORLD IS A SLICE OF LIFE
DDM created an original, interactive 
and fast-paced play called The World Is 
A Slice of Life. This new play featured 
a scene directed and written by every 
member of the group and it was inspired 
by the idea that the human race is 

collectively doing everything! 

The world has more than 7 billion people 
and all of these people are busy! So, 
at any given moment of any given day, 
someone somewhere else is doing 
something else. Including dance, drama 
and music the play was performed to a full 
house of friends, family and locals.

‘I used to hide at the back in our show 
[but in Slice of Life] I did my own piece’  

 - Oaktree Student, DDM 
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Theatre in the Community

This year, a total of 145 young people and 
adults have been directly involved in arts 
projects, creating performances based on 
their own ideas and presenting them to 
local people. 

Participation has enabled disabled and non-
disabled young people and adults, including 
those from diverse cultural backgrounds, to 
gain confidence and skills for life. 

The projects have helped raise awareness 
around physical and emotional health, 
enabling participants to express their 
emotions, develop arts knowledge and 
techniques, leadership roles and life skills. 

Participants have also established 
supportive friendships, thereby reducing 
isolation and enhancing their quality of life.

INTERACTION
InterACTion Theatre Group is for 25+ 
people from different age groups, 
backgrounds and abilities. Members are 
aged 9-90+. 

The group co-wrote and performed ‘The 
Originators’ at the Face Front Festival in 
July 17 and, later, the show toured locally.

The group also trained in community arts 
leadership and 10 members gained OCN 

accreditation from levels 1-3.  
 
InterACTion are now exploring themes to 
make another new show called ‘Between 
the Wi and the Fi’. The new play with 
music is about a local family and explores 
the technology and loneliness. It will 
feature in Face Front Fest 2019.

‘The show did exactly what theatre has 
to do, remind us we’re human!’ 

‘Truly authentic inter-generational 
theatre - I loved it!’
 - Audience members

Funded by: People’s Health Trust, 
Postcode Community Trust, Comic Relief 
/ London Community Foundation, Enfield 
Council, City Bridge Trust.

DDM
Emma Ghafur (of Tiger Monkey) and 
Ray Downing, assisted by Supported 
Artists Danny Charalambous and Rima 
Chowdhury, led an ensemble of twelve 
young people from Oak Tree School. 

The team created a series of brilliant 
short films and devised and performed a 
thought-provoking theatre piece called A 
Slice of Life to a large crowd of friends, 
family and friends of Face Front. 

We are also very proud to confirm that all 
DDM participants achieved a Bronze or 
Silver Arts Award. 

‘She used to be so shy, I am so 
surprised that she is confident enough to 
perform in front of us all and she is more 
confident at home and school now.’
 - Parent of DDM participant

Funded by: Children In Need, Enfield 
Council, City Bridge Trust.

BROKEN SILENCE
Broken Silence is Face Front’s theatre 
group for disabled adults. The group 
meets every week at Park Avenue 
Resource Centre in the borough of 
Enfield. The group is made up of over 24 
participants with sensory and mobility 
impairments, mental health issues and 
learning disabilities.
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Theatre in the Community

Since its formation in 2002, the group 
has continued to grow in confidence, 
experience and ability, whilst entertaining 
audiences in theatres and community 
centres with their exciting combination of 
storytelling, puppetry, music, movement 
and song. 

Their most recent production was, 
‘Sandwich Man The Musical’, performed 
at the Dugdale Arts Centre in Enfield in 
July 2017.

‘There was so much joy, so much love 
on stage, truly inclusive theatre at its 
very best.’
 - Audience member

Funded by: Enfield Council, Gregg’s 
Foundation, Big Lottery Fund, People’s 
Health Trust, City Bridge Trust.

BLUE SKY ACTORS
As an Associate Company at Stratford 
Circus, we are very excited to continue to 
deliver in partnership the resident inclusive 
company Blue Sky Actors. The group of 
30+ disabled actors performed The Jingle 
Book Panto and UnUsual Suspects. 

The group is researching and devising 
two new productions including a site-
responsive production for Spring 2019 and 
Alice In Winterland Panto for December 
2018. With funding from City Bridge Trust 
we continue training and CV writing. 

‘Such an inspiration to watch, everyone 
doing what they enjoy and it came 
through in their performance.’
 - Shirley, audience member

Delivered in partnership by Stratford 
Circus Arts Centre. Funded by: City Bridge 
Trust.

 
YOUTH THEATRE & CREATIVE CLUB 
Face Front continued to deliver in 
partnership with Stratford Circus Arts 
Centre three youth groups (aged 2-4, 5-8 
& 9-13). 
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Theatre ProgrammeSpecial Projects - Commissions
Face Front has delivered a variety of 
special projects including:

DIVERSITY TRAINING
Face Front, as Inclusion Specialists, 
developed a new package for corporate 
and public organisations, themed around 
diversity training. 

Focusing in particular on ‘Unconscious 
Bias’ and using Forum theatre techniques, 
we created a new programme that aims to 
both entertain and challenge. 

The training affects a real impact on 
diversity and equality in the workforce. 
The bespoke workshops are led by our 
professional team of facilitators.

CREATIVE MINDS
Face Front along with Carousel, Coreli and 
Action Space are on the Steering Group of 
the Creative Minds Legacy Group. 

We meet regularly to look at how we can 
promote quality and equality in Learning 
Disabled Arts. 

Several conferences have been run across 
the country and we are now looking at 
ways to promote Learning Disabled Artists 
and raise the profile of their work. 

GOING DIGITAL
Once again, Face Front have collaborated 
with the Cultural Institute at King’s College 
London. We have created an innovative 
online forum theatre event about the 
benefits and pitfalls of using digital 
communication in the clinical care of young 
people with long-term health conditions. 

Two films were also made of the dramas 
that were created and these are available 
to education and charitable organisations 
globally through the LYNC study. 
More recently, we have also been 

collaborating with academics from King’s 
College London, Warwick and Oxford 
Universities and Accenture through their 
digital/health technology consultancy, 
in order to grow the project. We have 
been developing ideas for research and 
experiment around digital communication 
for adult patients with long term health 
conditions, and for public health 
professionals.

‘Collaborating with Face Front was for 
me a journey of trust…What resulted 
was an extraordinary engagement with 
the public which has altered my research 
public engagement ambitions forever.’ 
 - Professor Jackie Sturt,  

King’s College London

 

 

IT’S MY LIFE
Face Front worked with the Council for 
Disabled Children to provide training for 
transition professionals nationally, through 
live inclusive forum theatre. The training 
centred on ways to support young learning 
disabled people with decisions and explored 
the Mental Capacity Act.  

With a cast of disabled and non-disabled 
actors, we have toured our production 
across England and met and influenced 
many of those who have the ability to 
improve the lives of young disabled people. 

‘By far the best training I have attended. 
Very powerful, emotional, informative 
from both Face Front actors and 
presentation delivery. 
 - Transition professional

The Baring Foundation have since funded 
Face Front and our partners The Council 
of Disabled Children (CDC) and Fellow 
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Special Projects - Commissions
Productions to make three films using the 
actors and stories in ‘It’s My Life’ for training 
purposes. 

Many training sessions using the films 
have been delivered nationally. We also 
presented an online webinar with the 
CDC around supported decision making 
and the Mental Capacity Act for 30+ staff 
and volunteers from the Voluntary and 
Community Sector. The webinar is regularly 
repeated and has now reached 100+ 
people.

TRAINING EMERGING ARTISTS
We were able to develop the skills, 
experience and careers of 12 disabled 
artists offering training, work experience 
and mentoring. We supported 5 disabled 
artists over the year and employed 12 
learning disabled artists and 5 other 
disabled artists.

SRE WORKSHOPS 
Facilitators from Blink and Face Front ran 
a Sex & Education Workshop for a Council 
for Disabled Children Conference. 

COMEUPPANCE
Lead Artists Ray Downing & Jon French 
led an ensemble of disabled and non-
disabled emerging and established actors 
in a project that explored themes such 
as Romeo & Juliet, The Chilcot Inquiry & 
physical theatre. 

After a brief rehearsal period, we shared 
a collection of scenes to four audiences 
at Dudgale & Stratford Circus theatres. It 
is our hope to develop the piece further in 
2019.  
 
Funded by ACE. 
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Funders

Additional funders:

Enfield Connected and Rix-Thompson-Rothenberg Foundation 

We would like to acknowledge donations from:

Anne McGilchrist (Participant/Trustee), Andrew Bradford (Chair), Will Smith (Participant/Musician), Ray Downing (Staff), Onjali Rauf 
(Trustee), Lavina Tyler & Sara Huxley (Supporters), The Good Companions, Doris Jiagge (Patron) and Anonymous. 

Tottenham Grammar 
Foundation

Donations help us make a difference 
We’ve been around for nearly 20 years, relying entirely on grants and 
donations to create the original, ground-breaking Inclusive theatre 
that addresses social issues and helps disabled people to find work in 
the arts. www.facefront.org/about/donations/



The Future

‘
Face Front has been building on its successes with inclusive theatre projects for schools, national tours and increased 
participation - we will continue to extend its reach and profile both regionally and nationally. 

Projects planned over the next three years include:

● Development and expansion 
of our schools tours of ‘SexFM’, 
‘Whisper Me Happy Ever After’ 
and ‘It’s My Move’.

● Developing our Training 
Programmes for: i) Disabled Arts 
Practitioners through master-
classes, work experience, 
mentoring and placements, 
ii)Transition Professionals 
iii) Corporate sector, iv) Clinicians, 
and v) young people with long-
term health conditions.

● Producing a season of 
Community Arts - The Face Front 
Festival by our Inter-generational 
and Disabled Adults Groups in 
July 2019. 

● We are looking forward to 
cultivating creative connections 
with arts venues such as the 
Dugdale, Watermans and Stratford 
Circus Arts Centre and other 
theatre companies, raising the 
profile of inclusive/disability arts 
with funding and support from the 
Arts Council England.

● Researching and developing 
two new theatre pieces, including 
‘Comeuppance’ and a new 
theatre in education project about 
mental health.

● We plan to continue to work 
with the LYNC study (King’s 
College London and University 
of Warwick) to create more 
films and online training events 
around digital communication 
in healthcare. We will work with 
academics and partners across 
many areas of expertise, to 
develop the research and work to 
engage patients and clinicians in 
digital communication.
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Who is Face Front?
PATRONS 
Josette Bushell-Mingo, Aditya Chakrabortty, Rachel Denning, Mat Fraser, Doris Jiagge, 
 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Andrew Bradford (resigned as Chair, Feb’18), Ayo Oyebade (Treasurer), Geoff Folkes (resigned Nov’17), Jacquelyn Shreeves-Lee, 
Ray Downing (Company Secretary), Alan Spence (resigned Nov’17), Sheila Barry (resigned Nov’17), Meseret Zekai, Anne McGilchrist, 
Judy Hepburn, Roger Cowe (Chair, from Feb’18), Onjali Rauf. New trustees co-opted at AGM Nov’17: Catrin Thomas, Andrew McLay, 
Sean Langford, Georgina Court, Chris King
 
STAFF
Ray Downing (Artistic Director, Co-CEO), Jon French (Executive Director, Co-CEO), Tracey Viechweg (General Manager, resigned 
Oct’17), Annie Smol (Associate Director), Jacqui Livingston (Associate Producer) 
 
VOLUNTEERS
Alexander Klintebo, Anne McGilchrist, Baker Abdullah, Barry Churchill, Bella Payton, Christine King, Clare Fairweather, Cheryl Ferner-
Reeves, Claire Hoskin, Delia Ryde, Dwayne Meredith, Eamonn Billeter, Elliott Locke de Pinho, Esen Etkin, Faith Olusola, Jake Martin, 
Janine Robles,James Rivers, Jane Hermans, Jason Djondo, Jackie Kohnstamm, Jim Smith, Meseret Zekai, Luke Ricketts, Laura 
Fraser, Mariam Rahman, Mo Cross, Patrick McCarthy, Peter Sipka, Reid Tanner, Rebecca Seabrook, Roxana Jomehri, Romina 
Bemani, Robin McDonald, Pete Faventi, Rima Chowdhury, Sanniya Qandeel, Sally Ricketts, Steve Ricketts, Simon Thapa, Will Smith
 
FREELANCE / PROJECT STAFF
Abbie Dumayne, Abigail Darton, Anthony James, Antonia Mellows, Angie Wallis, Adam Smith, Alex Garfath, Chris Laws, Colm 
Gallagher, Danny Charalambous, Darren Carr, Delson Weekes, Emma Bakare, Emma Ghafur, Emma Lo, Eliane Powell, Elif Esen, 
Ellen Goodey, Emmanuel Akwafo , Francis Majekodunmi, Fredy Hulguin Velasquez, Faisal Yusuf, Filiz Ozcan, Francesca Marie Sewell, 
George Freeman, Greg Pusey, Greg Williams, Gopal Gautam, Jamilah Yakabu, Jacqui Livingstone, Julie McNamara, Julie Whitear, 
Jan Culshaw, Jim Smith, Jo Paul, Jonathan Meth, Julie Whitear, Katherine Gill, Katheryn O’Reilly, Laura Davitt, Leon Wander, Luke 
Ricketts, Nigel Kellaway, Margret Dewes, Mark Hunter, Mark Ratcliff, Mia Gulati, Milton Lopes, Nigel Kellaway, Nurbanu Asena, Omar 
Bynon, Pat Smith, Pete Faventi, Penny Gkritzapi, Richard Yarwood, Robin MacDonald, Rima Chowdhury, Rūta Irbīte, Sarah-Jane 
Wingrove, Sarah Akokhia, Shane Ganesh, Shirley Norman, Stephen Coles, Trish Smith, Victoria Thompson, Vicki Hawkins 

PHOTOGRAPHERS
Robert Workman, Andrew Bradford, Nigel Kellaway, Annie Smol, Anne-Marie Sanderson, Mike Massaro, Jacqui Livingston, Tamara 
Rivard and Simon Tang
 
GRAPHIC DESIGNER
Nigel Kellaway

PARTNERS / ASSOCIATES
Action Space, Alternative Centre of Education, Blink Dance Theatre, Cultural Institute - King’s College London, Community Links, 
Council for Disabled Children, Blue Sky Actors, Edmonton Community Partnership, Enfield Education/Healthy Schools, Enfield DV 
Forum, Enfield Community Transport, Enfield Joint Services for Disabled Children and Young People, Enfield Adult Services, Enfield 
Youth Support Service, Enfield Disability Action, Enfield Extended Schools Team, Enfield Women’s Centre, Enfield Age UK, ECYPS, 
Fixation, Hackney Shed, Haringey Shed, Haringey Education/Healthy Schools, Handheld Arts, Heart’n’Soul, Immediate Theatre, 
JaZanne Arts, Jellyfish Arts, London Bubble, Living Song, Komola Arts Collective, MIND, National Children’s Bureau, Participatory 
Arts London, Park Avenue Disability Resource Centre, Pilotlight, Ponders End Community Trust, Ponders End United Reformed 
Church, Rosehill Press, Ramira Arts Collective, Tiger Monkey, The Artzone, Vital Xposure

Face Front Inclusive Theatre is an associate theatre company of Millfield Arts Centre, Dugdale Arts Centre, Forty Hall and  
Stratford Circus Arts Centre
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Inclusion Through Theatre 
52 Market Square,  Edmonton Green, London, N9 0TZ

Tel -  020 8350 3461 |  Emai l  -  admin@facefront.org |  Websi te -  www.facefront.org
  

      @FaceFrontUK         facefronttheatre         Face-Front-Inclusive-Theatre         facefronttheatre

Patrons: | Josette Bushell-Mingo OBE | Aditya Chakrabortty | Rachel Denning | Mat Fraser | Doris Jiagge | 

Edmonton Green Chari ty of  the Year 2018

Face Front Inclusive Theatre is a company l imi ted by guarantee
Registered Off ice:  52 Market Square,  Edmonton, London, N9 0TZ

Registered in England and Wales No. 05154096 Registered Chari ty No. 1116506


